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CocraButens: OknuHckas T.B., npenonaBaTens BBICIIEN KaTETOPUH,
[loueTHbIil paOOTHUK CpeAHEr0 MPOheCCHOHATBHOTO 00pa30BaHus

JlaHHOE METOIMYEeCKOe MOCOOMe MPEeIHA3HAYCHO Ui pabOThl HAJ TEMOW
«O0pa3oBaHue B AHMIIMH U Y23JIbCE» B MEIArorndeckom kosuiepke. OHO COACPIKUT
pPa3HOYPOBHEBBIC 3aJaHMs JJISi OCBOCHUSI JICKCHKH IO TeMe, TEKCThI JIJIsl UTCHUS,
3aJlaHus ISl IPOBEPKU MMOHUMAHHUSI TIPOYUTAHHOTO, TPCHUPOBOYHBIC YITPAXKHCHUS,
MOJIrOTABIMBAIOIINE OOYYAIOIIUXCS K CAMOCTOSTCIILHOMY MOHOJOTHYECKOMY H
JMAJIOTMYECKOMY BBICKa3bIBaHUIO. [locOoOME BKIIIOUACT 3a/laHUsl 10 ayJAMPOBAHHUIO
no Buacoctoxeram ¢uabma Window on Britain. Takum oOpa3om, rapMOHUYHO
Pa3BUBAIOTCS SI3BIKOBBIC HABBIKU U PEYEBbIC YMECHHUS 00YUYarOIINXCS.

Bosbioe BHUMaHKE yIENEHO IIKOJIBHOMY, CpeIHeMY MPOo(eCCHOHATHHOMY
M BBICIIEMY OOpa30BaHUIO B AHIIIMU M Y3IIbCE, YTO CIIOCOOCTBYET PACIIUPEHHIO
Kpyro3opa CTyIEHTOB.

Pa3memnieHHoe B TOCOOHMM TMPUIIOKEHHE COACPKUT AyTCHTHUYHBIC TEKCTBI
npo(ecCHOHAIBHON HAMPABICHHOCTH, KOTOPbIE MOXKHO HCIOJb30BaTh B TCUCHHE
BCEro Kypca oOy4eHUs.

[IpencraBneHHbIe CCBUIKM JUJIsl  ayAMPOBaHUS MO MPOPECCHOHATBHOM
TeMAaTUKE TaKKe MOTYT OBITh  TOJE3HBl IS TOBBIIICHUS  YPOBHS

po¢eCCHOHATILHON KOMIICTCHIINM Ha HHOCTPAHHOM SI3BIKE.

PexomennoBano merogmdeckuM coBeroM, mp.Ne3 ot 02.03.2021



Listening activities
Watch Episode 5 from Window on Britain and do the tasks.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCS_ZQZ_7hQ —sce snuzo0wi 06 obpazosanuu
Level 1
Fill in the blanks with the following words:

secondary school primary school sixteen leave school uniform
Advanced level examination twenty percent go to university

Do you go to school on Saturdays? Do you wear a ___? Do you like school?
Well, in this programme we look at British schools and British students. Most
children start ___ at the age of five. Then at eleven they gotoa . All children
stay at school till the age of sixteen. And at ___ in England they take GCSE
examinations, that is, the General Certificate of Secondary Education. After these
exams about thirty percent of students . The others usually study three subjects
for two more years and then take A-levels or _ . About twenty percent of
eighteen-year-olds . They usually leave home and go to a university in a
different town or city. Another __ go on to other kinds of education and training.
Level 2
Answer the questions.
What is the programme about?
At what age do most children in Britain start school?
What is this school called?
How long do they stay at school?
At what age do they take GCSE exams?
What do they do after they get GCSE?
Who can take an Advanced level examination?

8. How many school-leavers go to university?
Level 3
Retell the episode.
All levels:
Watch Episode 6 from Window on Britain and answer the questions.

1. How many days a week do they go to school?

2. When do classes start?

3. Are the schools mixed? What does it mean?

4. Do children wear uniforms?

5. How many students are there in one class of a secondary school/primary
school?
What subjects do they study?
7. When do they start learning a foreign language?
8. What foreign languages do they study?

NogakowdE
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Watch Episode 7 from Window on Britain and answer the questions.
1. How long is lunch break?
2. What do students have for lunch?
3. What’s on the menu?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCS_ZQZ_7hQ

4. \When do the classes finish?
5. What do students do after school?
6. What sports do they play?

Watch Episodes 8 and 9 from Window on Britain and answer the questions.
How many schools are state schools?

How many are independent?

Whose parents pay for the education of their children?

What kind of independent schools are there?

What is a very famous independent school near Windsor?

What do students like about school?

What don’t they like or even hate?

NoakowhE

Vocabulary and reading

Study the following words and expressions.

feature — uepra

term — tpumectp

in addition — k Tomy ke, B JOMOJIHEHUE

to last — mmThCs

free of charge — OecrunaTHbIi

primary — HavyaJibHbIi

secondary — cpeanuii

further education — naneHeiiee oOpa3zoBanue

national curriculum — HalnMoHaNBHBIH FOCYIAPCTBECHHBIN YUCOHBIN T1aH
assessment test — Tect npoBepKH 3HaAHUIN

infant school —imkosa ms maneimeit (s gereit ot 5 10 7 jer)

junior school —navanpuas mkona (s gereit ot 7 do 11 net)

to attend — mocemmare

state — rocyrapCTBEHHBINM

intelligent — yMHBI#, crTOCOOHBIH

grammar school —  kmaccuueckas — IIKONIA  (umeem — aKAOEeMUYEcKyHo
HANPAasIeHHOCY)

modern school — coBpemeHHasI IKONA (UMeem npaKkmuueckyo HanpasieHHOCy)
comprehensive school — enunas cpenusis (0bweobpazosamenvras) MKOIIA
ability — coco6HOCTH

to lead — Bectm

higher education — Bricmiee oOpazoBanue

vocational —- nmpodeccrnonanbHbIH

to prepare — rotoBuTh

employment — pa6ota

separate — oTAEeIbHbBIMI

career training — npodeccruoHanbHOE 00yUeHNE

although — xors

grade — ormerka, Oasi

desired subjects — tpebyemble, HEOOXOAUMbBIE TPEAMEThI



advanced level — npoaBUHYTHIN, TOBBIIICHHBIN YPOBEHb
otherwise — uHade, B IPOTHBHOM CITy4ae

ties — cBs3u

engineering — TeXHUKa

cooking — kynuHapus

hairdressing — mapukmaxepckoe Jei1o

at least — mo xpaiiHeit Mepe, 10 MEHbIIIEH Mepe
private school — vactHas mkosa

expensive — goporoi

single-sex — mpenHA3HAYCHHBIH JJIs1 OJTHOTO T0J1a
boarding school — mikosna-uaTepHaT

term time —tpumectp, y4eOHBIi Iepro

Read the text about the British educational system and do the tasks.
British Educational System

The basic features of the British educational system are following:

« Education is compulsory from 5 to 16.

 The academic year usually begins in September and runs to early July; it has
3 terms, divided by the Christmas and Easter holidays. In addition, all schools
have a "half-term holiday", lasting a few days or a week, in the middle of
each term.

« Compulsory education is free of charge, but parents may spend money on
educating their children if they want to.

» There are three stages of education. Children move from the first stage
(primary) to the second stage (secondary) at around the age of 11 or 12. The
third stage is "further" education at university or college.

In 1988, for the first time in British history, a National Curriculum was
introduced. The National Curriculum tells pupils which subjects they have to
study, what they must learn and when they have to take assessment tests.

At the age of 5 children go to infant school which is the first stage of primary

education. From 7 to 11 they attend junior schools, the second stage of primary
education. In primary school children are taught the so-called 3R's: reading,
writing and arithmetic.
At the age of 11 children enter the secondary school. There are three types of state
secondary schools in Britain. They are: grammar schools (for the most intelligent
children), modern schools (for the less intelligent children) and comprehensive
schools (for children of all abilities). Grammar schools lead towards higher
education, and the others give general or vocational education to prepare students
for employment or for further technical education. The regular secondary schools
offer 7 years of schooling, with students from 11 to 18 years of age. The last two
years (16—18) may be spent in a separate sixth-form college, which concentrates
on career training.

Between the ages of 14 and 16 pupils study for their GCSE (General Certificate
of Secondary Education) exams. Pupils must take English Language, Maths and



Science for GCSE, as well as half GCSE in a foreign language and Technology. In
addition, they must also be taught Physical Education, Religious Education and
Sex Education, although they do not take exams in these subjects.

Those who get good GCSE grades can stay at their school for another two years
if it has a sixth form and teaches the desired subjects, and then take A-level
(Advanced Level) exams. Otherwise they have to leave their school and go to a
sixth-form college or college of further education. Further education colleges have
strong ties with commerce and industry and offer courses in engineering, cooking
or hairdressing.

The GCE A-level is normally taken after a further two years of study. Good A-
level results in at least 2 subjects are necessary to get a place at a university.
Universities choose their students after interviews. There are about 100 universities
in Britain. The most famous of them are Oxford and Cambridge Universities.

About seven per cent of students go to private schools, where parents have to
pay for their children. The most expensive private schools are called public
schools. Most of these are single-sex boarding schools and students can live there
during term time.

Level 1

Find the equivalents of the following words and expressions in the text.
Cuctema o0Opa3oBaHusi, 0OsI3aTeNbHBINA, Y4€OHBIM TOjl, OCCIUIATHBIM, MTpPEIMET,
HavaJlbHasA WIKOJIa, CPCAHAA IIKOJIA, H&HLHCIZHIGG 06pa3013aHHe, HIKOJBbHOC
O6y‘{€HI/IC, CBUIECTECIBCTBO 00 O6H1€M CpCaAHCM 06p2130BaHI/II/I, caaBaTb 3K3aMCH,
¢bu3BOCTIMTAaHWE, TPOJABUHYTHIH YpOBEHb, MNPOdECCHOHAIIBHOE O0pa3oBaHUE,
TEXHUYECKOC 06p330BaHI/Ie, IMOCTYIIUTh B YHUBCPCHUTCT, CO6€C€I[OBaHI/I€, qaCTHasa
IIKOJIa, ,HOpOFOﬁ, HWHTCPHAT.

Level 2
Say if the statements are true or false. Correct the false ones.

1. Education is compulsory from six to sixteen in Britain.

2. The academic year lasts about ten months.

3. There are half-term holidays in the middle of each term.

4. There are two stages of education — primary and secondary.

5. Infant schools are the second stage of primary education.

6. Grammar schools are for the most intelligent children.

7. Modern schools are for children of all abilities.

8. Comprehensive schools are for children of all abilities.

9. Between the ages of 14 and 16 pupils study for their GCSE.

10.Those who get good GCSE grades go to a sixth-form college or college of

further education.

11.The GCE A-level is normally taken after a further two years of study.

12.About seven per cent of students go to private schools, where parents have

to pay for their children.
Level 3
Make a plan of the text and retell it.



All levels:

Answer the following questions on the text.

1. At what age do children start school in Britain? 2. Is secondary education
compulsory’ for all children? 3. What types of school are there in Britain? 4. What
types of schools does primary school include? 5. How long does a pupil learn at
primary school? 6. What kind of school is a comprehensive school? 7. How long
does a pupil learn at secondary school? 8. When do pupils graduate from school?
9. What can they do after leaving secondary school? Can they continue their
education? 10. What type of education is there after school? 11. What schools are
called "public schools™?

Learn the following words.
to provide — obecrneunBaTh
equipment — obopyaoBaHue
co-educational school — mikona coBmMecTHOrO 00yUCHHMS
t0 mean — o3HavaTh
timetable — pacniucanue
to attend — mocemars
to accept — npuHuMarTh
ability — cmocodnocTh
entrance exam — BCTYNUTEIbHbBINA dK3aMEH
eleven-plus examination —oTOopoYHBIi PK3aMeH IS IKOJILHHUKOB B Bo3pacTe 11
JIET
to lead — Bectn
higher education — BricIiee oOpazoBaHue
whereas — torma kak
vocational — mpodeccroHanbHbIH
advanced level — npoaBUHYTBIH, TOBBIIIICHHBINA YPOBEHb
to enter a university — mocTymnaTh B YHUBEPCHUTET
college of further education —xomnemk manpHedmero oopasosanus hairdressing
— IMapUKMaxepcKoe JEII0
private school — gactaas mkosa
to charge fees — B3umarhb miaty
to admit — npuHuMAaTh
to select — oTOupars
most likely — ckopee Bcero
to succeed — moOMBaThCS ycrexa
Read and translate the text.
Schools in Britain

In Great Britain education is compulsory for all children from 5 to 16 years of
age. Parents can choose to send their children to a nursery school or a pre-school
play group to prepare them for the start of compulsory education.

All state schools in Britain are free, and schools provide their pupils with books
and equipment for their studies. Ninety per cent of schools in England, Scotland



and Wales are co-educational. That means that boys and girls are taught together in
the same class.

At the age of 5 children go to infant school, which is the first stage of primary
education. There is no written timetable and classes are informal. From 7 to 11
pupils attend junior school, which is the second stage of primary education. In
primary school children are taught the so-called 3R's: reading, writing and
arithmetic. They also have music, physical training and art classes.

At the age of 11 most pupils go to secondary schools called comprehensive
schools. These schools accept children of all abilities without entrance exams.
About six per cent of students go to grammar schools, which take students who
pass the eleven-plus examination. Grammar schools lead towards higher education,
whereas comprehensives give general or vocational education.

At 16 pupils take national exam called GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary
Education) and then they can leave school if they wish. This is the end of
compulsory education. Some 16-year-olds continue their studies in the sixth form
at school or at a sixth-form college. The sixth form prepares pupils for the national
exam called A-level (Advanced Level) at 18. You need A-levels to enter a
university.

Other 16-year-olds choose to go to a college of further education to study for
more practical (vocational) diplomas relating to the world of work, such as
hairdressing or mechanics.

Along with the state schools, there are about 500 private schools in Britain.
Most of them charge fees. Some private schools are boarding schools, where the
children actually live in the school. Many schools admit day pupils as well as
boarders, Private schools usually offer only the most academic line and select
those students who are most likely to succeed. The most expensive private schools
are called "public schools" and they have a long history and tradition. Among the
most famous public schools are Winchester, Eton, Westminster, Rugby and
Harrow.

Answer the questions.

1. At what age do children start school in Britain? 2. Is secondary education
compulsory for all children? 3. Do boys and girls go to the same schools? 4. What
types of schools are there in Britain? 5. What types of schools does primary school
include? 6. What subjects does a pupil learn at primary school? 7. What kind of
school is a comprehensive school? 8. What can they do after leaving secondary
school? Can they continue their education? 9. What schools are called "public
schools"? 10. What are the most famous public schools? 11. Would you like to
study in a British school? Why?

Learn the following words.

competition — xoHKypC

fierce — GoBIION, BBICOKHI, JKECTOKUI
grade — oreHka, OTMeTKa

degree — (yueHasi) creneHb

to award — npucyxnartb



bachelor — 6akanasp
undergraduate — cTyJIeHT yHHUBEpCHUTETA
tutorial — xoHcybTaIMS, TPAKTUYECKOE 3aHSITHE C PYKOBOJIUTEIIEM
to develop — pa3BuBaTh
to earn — 3apabaTbIBaTh
grant — ctunenaus, rpasT
local education authority —wmecTtHble opransl HapoIHOTO 00pa30BaHUs
to expect — oxuaars, npearnosaraTb
to drop out — Gpocats (yueOy)
to fail — TepnieTh Heymauy, He CyMeTh
to study full time — yuuThCst ouHO
to combine — coBmemars, co4eTaTh
scheme — cxema
to be enthusiastic about —oTHOCUTBCS ¢ PHTY3UAZMOM
training — oOy4eHue
few — maino
Read the text, translate it and answer the questions.
Higher Education in Britain

Only 25 per cent of the student population goes on to higher education.
Competition to get into one of Britain's universities is fierce and not everyone who
gets A-levels can go. Students usually need three A-levels to go to university and
grades at A-level go from A, the highest grade, to E.

Students apply to universities months before they take their A-levels. The
students are given a personal interview and the universities then decide which
students they want. They offer them a place which depends on A-level results. The
more popular university, the higher the grades it will ask for.

Most big towns in Britain have both a university and a college of higher
education. A British university usually consists of colleges. The departments of the
colleges are organized into faculties. There are 91 universities and 47 colleges of
higher education in Britain. The most famous and prestigious universities are those
in Oxford and Cambridge.

Universities offer three- and four-year degree courses. A degree is the
qualification you get from university when you pass your final exams. You are
then awarded a BA (Bachelor of Arts), BSc (Bachelor of Science) or BEd
(Bachelor of Education).

Students who are studying for degrees are called undergraduates. They go to
large formal lectures, but most of the work takes place in tutorials: lessons in
groups of ten or more when students discuss their work with the lecturer.

Most British students choose to go to university a long way from their home town.
University is seen as a time to be independent, to live away from home and
develop new interests. British students do not have to pay to go to university, but
do need money to live away from home while they are studying. Some students
whose parents do not earn a lot of money are given a grant from the local
education authority. If students do not get a grant, parents are expected to pay for
their children. In fact, the grant is not a lot of money. Students used to work during



holidays to earn more money, but it is now difficult to find such jobs. The result is
that more students are dropping out, failing to finish their courses.

Not all students study full time at university or college. Many people
combine their studies with work. Large companies often have their own in-house
training schemes. The British government is very enthusiastic about such training
schemes, because so few people go to university.

Answer the questions.

1. Is it difficult to get a place at a university in Britain? 2. How long does a
student have to study to take a UK degree? 3. What kind of degrees can
students be awarded? 4. Does University teaching in the UK differ from that in
other countries? In what way? 5. What are the advantages and disadvantages of
going to university or college in Britain? 6. What can students do if they don't
get a grant and their parents refuse to pay for their education? 7. Do many
British go on to higher education? 8. Would you like to enter any British
university or college? Why? 9. What is necessary for a Russian student to go to
university in Britain? 10. Can you compare British and Russian universities?

Read the dialogue and dramatize it.
A: You see Jean, our English teacher asked us to write a special paper on different
aspects of British educational system. Could you tell me a few words about
schools in Great Britain?
B: With great pleasure. In Great Britain education is compulsory for the children
from 5 to 16.
A: So, you went to school at the age of 5, didn't you?
B: That's right! At 5 I went to the primary school and at the age of 11 to the
secondary school.
A: | hear there are different types of secondary schools in Great Britain.
B: Sure, there are. There are comprehensive, grammar and independent schools.
A: What is the difference between all these schools?
B: Comprehensive and grammar schools are state schools. They are run by the
government. Education there is free of charge.
A: And what is an independent school?
B: It is actually a private institution. Parents have to pay for the education of their
children.
A: What type of secondary school did your parents choose for you, Alice?
B: They sent me to a grammar school. | am a student of the Wits Grammar School
in London. It's a school for girls. | like my school very much. There are good
sports facilities and well-equipped classrooms. Grammar school helps students to
prepare for the university.
A: Did you have to take entrance examinations?
B: Yes, | did. But if you don't want to take entrance exams, you can go to a
comprehensive school, which takes students of all abilities without entrance
exams.
A: And what is your favourite subject at school?



B: My favourite subject is History. It is a very exciting subject. Besides, we often
use computers in our history classes.

A: Computers? In history classes? How very interesting! Do you have any special
programmes?

B: Yes, we do. Each student gets an individual task, and by the end of the period
we give our accounts to the teacher.

A: Thank you very much. Your story was very interesting.

Appendix
Professional Texts for Translation with the Dictionary

Text |

Part |

More state teachers are quitting jobs for better working life in independent
schools

By LAURA CLARK from MailOnline
| State school teachers are fleeing to the independent sector in record numbers to
| escape big classes and Government targets, it emerged yesterday.

Staff who moved over from state primaries and secondaries now make up one in
four teachers in private schools following a surge in recruitment over the past
decade.

Private schools employ more than 14 per cent of all teachers despite educating just
eight per cent of pupils, according to research presented to an education conference
yesterday.

The National Union of Teachers accused the Government of driving teachers out
of state schools by failing to clamp down on large classes and persisting with a
testing and target-setting regime.

Academics who conducted the study said the 'poaching’ of experienced teachers by
independent schools had 'negative’ effects on the state system.

Figures from the universities of Kent and London School of Economics showed
that the number of teachers transferring from state to fee-paying schools
outstripped the numbers moving in the opposite direction by 1,500 last year.

In 1994, the figure was just 400.

In total, some 2,000 teachers transferred to independent schools last year - up from
600 in 1994,

Out of 45,000 to 50,000 private school teachers, 12,000 - around a quarter -
previously worked in the state sector.

Part 11

More state teachers are quitting jobs for better working life in independent
schools

By LAURA CLARK from MailOnline

The sharp upturn in little more than a decade is partly down to the expansion of the
independent sector over the past 10 years due to rising pupil numbers.
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But they have also invested heavily in staffing, enabling them to reduce class sizes
while raising recruitment of pupils.

Research co-authored by Francis Green, professor of economics at Kent
University, found that independent schools tend to employ better-qualified
teachers.

They are also able to attract a significantly greater share of teachers in shortage
subjects such as the sciences than the state system.

‘There is no doubt that the rising resources flowing to independent schools have
raised the quality of the education input in these schools," the study concluded.
John Bangs, the NUT's head of education, criticised levels of 'poaching' by the
independent sector.

He said the Government must learn a 'massive lesson'.

Mr Bangs said: 'Many teachers go into the independent sector because they feel the
professional freedom and smaller class sizes are something they want, and they
want to escape from the heavy duty accountability culture in the state sector.
‘There's a massive lesson for the Government.

Part 11

More state teachers are quitting jobs for better working life in independent
schools

By LAURA CLARK from MailOnline

‘The Government needs to ask itself what is driving some of our most talented
teachers into independent schools.'

Presenting the figures at the Westminster Education Forum yesterday, Professor
Green urged independent schools that ‘attract an experienced teacher away from
the maintained sector' to ensure that top staff are shared with local state schools.
However David Lyscom, chief executive of the Independent Schools Council said
fee-paying schools were willing to forge links with state schools are share teaching
expertise but warned that it ‘takes two to tango’, implying some comprehensive
heads are reluctant to work with their fee-paying counterparts.

Mr Lyscom also sounded a warning that new laws requiring fee-paying schools to
pass a public benefit test in order to retain their charitable status could lead to
perverse consequences.

It raised the prospect of a boys' school failing the test if charitable activities
involved girls from neighbouring state schools.

'What | am worried about is a narrow legislative approach to decide what can count
and can't count by looking at the articles of individual charities and trying to
interpret what they do within the legal terms of their status.

'For example, | worry that if a boys' school does an activity with a girls' school, it
won't be counted because it is not part of the purpose of their charity.'

Mr Lyscom said it will be unfortunate when ‘hard-pressed heads have to look at
what they are doing and if it's not regarded as being positive have to look for other
opportunities'.
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Text Il

Part |

How teaching became top choice for graduates

Teaching is now an exciting career that attracts the highest calibre of candidates.
Why? Because the rewards it offers are priceless...

No one pretends educating today’s children and young people is easy — that’s why
it’s a job for the top performing graduates of today. It’s a profession that will test
you to the limit, draw on all your resources and challenge you to the hilt — but you
are supported every step of the way.

“If you’re really ambitious and prepared to work hard, there are plenty of
opportunities for promotion, even at an early stage of your career,” says Neil
Dhanda, who became head of modern languages at a London comprehensive
school after just four years.

As a career, teaching offers a host of career possibilities — from management to
regional specialists or a focus on pastoral care. “Applications with us have risen
this year — in quality and quantity,” says Professor Debra Myhill, associate dean at
the University of Exeter’s Graduate School of Education. “Teaching is a high level
professional career of the utmost importance.”

Teaching appeals to the brightest graduates — last year’s entrants were the highest
qualified yet, with the most 2:1s and firsts on record, says the Teaching Agency.
“There’s never been a better time to teach,” says Lin Hinnigan, chief executive of
the agency. “It’s a very different profession today. Bright graduates who go into
the classroom can quickly gain increasing levels of responsibility and have a broad
range of career progression opportunities.”

“It’s a demanding job,” says Kirstie Green, a teacher since 2009. “But it’s very
special and so much more rewarding — you get such immediate feedback. Suddenly
I’m looking at all these different routes I could take with my work.”

It’s challenging, but you are supported throughout your journey from trainee to the
day you face your first class, with close mentoring and professional development
as your career progresses.

“Teachers are mutually encouraging and open and happy to share their resources
and knowledge,” says Green.

This is a sentiment reflected by many new to the profession. “I never have to
hesitate about asking for advice on anything, because everyone is so supportive,”
agrees Dhanda.

Part 11

From guidance on applications through to strategies for managing behaviour,
teacher training is targeted, practical and effective — nearly 90 percent of newly
qualified teachers declare themselves highly satisfied with the quality of the
instruction. As a result, trainees have never been better prepared to enter the
classroom.

This year, graduates in sought after subjects such as maths, physics, chemistry and
foreign languages are eligible for tax-free bursaries of up to £20,000 on secondary
training courses. Bursaries for primary level are available up to £9,000. Training
places are being snapped up faster than last year, so hurry if you’re thinking of



teaching for a career, advises the Teaching Agency, because the current level of
bursaries might only be available this year.

Knowing your subject is crucial — and here the agency can help with access to
refresher courses.

“This 1s an endlessly fulfilling and challenging job if you don’t panic,” says
Francis Gilbert, secondary school teacher and author of I’m a Teacher, Get Me Out
of Here. He expects the focus on more creative approaches in schools will entice
better quality trainees.

“That can only be a good thing for genuinely talented people who want to go into
teaching,” he says.

Teachers in the sought-after subjects will also benefit from one-to-one guidance
with a personal adviser who can help right from the start of the application process
through to the start of your training.

“Teaching is a highly professionalised career requiring the highest calibre of
professionals we can get,” says Myhill. “A good teacher can bring their own
experience to the classroom, give the pupils a fresh outlook and show them what
they can achieve.”

Text I

Exam stress doesn’t occur most strongly during the actual exams
but in the few weeks just before them. The climax is usually the
night before, when last minute preparations confirm your worst
fears. There are, however, some simple ways of dealing with the
problem.

First, the dedicated student can suffer from anxiety, brainblocks
and memory “gaps,” just as much as the student who has left ev-
erything to the last minute. But the remedy is the same in each case.
The night before is too late to do anything. Far better to go to dance,
for a walk, to the pictures or play a game rather than increase stress
by frantic efforts to plug in gaps in your knowledge.

The brain is a complex bioelectrical machine, which, like a com-
puter, can be overloaded. It does not work continuously, but in
fits and starts. As you read this, the relevant part of your brain
receives the messages from your eyes, processes them, and you
comprehend. All this occurs in a series of steps. When you study,
your brain reaches its maximum efficiency about five minutes af-
ter you start work, stays at a plateau for about ten minutes, and
thereafter it is all downhill. Indeed, after thirty minutes your at-
tention wanders, your memory actually shuts off, and boredom
sets in.

For this reason, the best way to study is in half-hour ses-
sions, with gaps in between of about the same length. It even helps
to change subjects and not keep at the same one, since this re-
duces the boredom factor.

Tapescript of episode 6



This is the John Mason School in Abington near Oxford. Students go to school
from Monday to Friday and school starts at 9 o’clock. Hurry up, it’s nearly 9
o’clock. Most schools are mixed — they are for boys and girls. And at most
secondary schools the students wear a uniform.

This is the first class of the day. It’s Maths. That’s a bit difficult. On average there
are about 22 students in a secondary school class and about 27 are in a primary
school class. British students have a wide choice of subjects. This is an art class.
Here’s a Food Technology class, the students learn about food and cooking.

This is a Design and Technology class. Science, of course. And foreign languages.
Many British schoolchildren learn a foreign language from the age of eleven. Most
students study French. Other popular languages are Spanish and Italian. They also
study other subjects — like Information Technology, History, Geography, English
Literature and Religion.

Tapescript of episode 7

Students have lessons in the morning and then a break of an hour for lunch. Some
go home for lunch, some bring sandwiches with them and some eat here, in the
school canteen. What’s on the menu today? — Chips and beans. There are classes in
the afternoon and the school finishes at about four o’clock. After school some
students do other activities like sport. Football is very popular, but so are other
games like netball, rugby and badminton. And some students learn music. Daniella
plays the violin. She is good. | am not.

Tapescript of episode 8.

Ninety-two percent of British schools are state schools. That means they are free.
The government pays — not the parents. Eight percent of schools are independent.
The parents of these students pay for their education. Some of these independent
schools are boarding schools. The students don’t live at home during term time,
they live at the school. And some of these schools have very traditional uniforms.
These boys are from Eton, a very famous independent school near Windsor.
Tapescript of episode 9

What do British students really think about their schools? (Different students
answer)

| think school is great.

I like school most of the time.

| really like history and art.

| love art and drama.

I don’t like Geography.

I don’t like French.

Homework’s OK.

I don’t like homework.

| really hate homework.

School food’s all right sometimes.

I love school food.

Well, what do you think? Are British schools good or do you prefer your school?



